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WINTER —
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SCHOOL BOARD
Carrington School District

Regular School Board Meeting
Date: Tuesday January 10, 2023

Place: High School ITV Room
I. CALL TO ORDER: 4:00 p.m.
II. REGULAR ITEMS
 A. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda
 B. Approve Minutes
  • December 13, 2022
 C. Approve Financial Reports
  1. Activities Fund
  2. Revolving Fund
  3. Lunch Fund
  4. General Fund
  5. Fund Balance Reports
 D. Presentation of Bills and Check Register
III. DISCUSSION ITEMS
 A. Delegation: None
 B. Administrative Reports
  1. Mrs. Helseth
  2. Mr. Weber
  3. Mrs. Helm
IV. ACTION ITEMS
 1. Motion to approve pledge of assets and designate offi  cial school
  depositories
 2. Approval of the fi rst reading of policy GAAE (Critical Race Theory)
 3. Review proposal from Johnson Controls
V. NEXT REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
  Tuesday, February 14th, 2023, at 4:00 p.m. in the High School
  Library
VI. ADJOURNMENT

was shot in North Dakota 
in 2020 and used mostly 
local talent for the produc-
tion.

February
• Carrington student 

McKenzie Jost was given 
a custom jersey for the 
Fargo Force Hockey Team 
during the 100th day of 
school ceremony.

The entire team attend-
ed the ceremony wearing 
jerseys designed by Jost.

• At just 23, Carrington 
resident Chase Pederson 
started a new job as a Car-
rington City Councilman.

•Three Champions at 
State B Wrestling for the 
Carrington Cardinals in-
cluding Brecken Lura, 
Michael Clifton and Trace 
Hoggarth. 

• The Carrington Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
held a ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the Foster 
County Independent when 
Amy Wobbema took over 
the business from Allen 
Stock.

March
• The Carrington Police 

Department seized 266 
pounds of cocaine from a 
trucker parked at Casey’s 
General Store. The street 
value of the drug was 
estimated at $4.8 million 
dollars. 

• Brecken Lura made 
history by becoming one 
of 12 six-time placers in 
North Dakota history and 
the fi rst from Carrington 
High School.

• Mariann Doeling was 
named president of CHI 
St. Alexius Health Devils 
Lake in North Dakota after 
serving as interim presi-
dent since May of 2021. 
Prior to this appointment, 
Doeling served as presi-
dent of CHI St. Alexius 
Health-Carrington where 
she served in various roles 
for more than 26 years.

• Leading Edge Equip-
ment was recognized as 
being in the top 35 John 
Deere dealers in the U.S.

• Mike Ostlie formally 
took over for Blaine Schatz 
at the NDSU RE Center in 
Carrington.

• It was decided by the 
Carrington Public School 
Board of Education that 
Stadium ‘76 will be demol-
ished and replaced.

• The Carrington Cham-
ber and Economic Devel-
opment Corp. (CCEDC) 
confi rmed that they had 
been approached by the 
North Dakota Depart-
ment of Commerce and 
Strengthen ND to create 
a garden space to honor 
Rainbow Gardens.

• Grace City native Vic-
toria Vollmer published a 
book titled “A Rancher’s 
Hands”, which she both 
wrote and illustrated.

• Carrington Public 
Schools voted to charge 
$150 per month tuition for 
all students of the full-day 
Pre-K program.

• Three Kensal archers 
progressed to the NASP 
Western Nationals tourna-
ment in Utah.

Included in those ar-
chers were Nolan Hoff-
man, Paige Black and 
Logan Hoyt.

April
• The West End park in 

Carrington will be getting 
a new playground and 
bathroom facility at the 
cost of $243,000.

•  Jacob Boeshans 
placed fi fth at the state 
spelling bee. 

• Students and teach-
ers were forced to evacu-
ate the Carrington school 
when the f i re  a larm 
sounded.

Fortunately it was only 
a power transformer that 
failed in the electrical 
room at the school.

• A fi re broke out in the 
hammer mill at Dakota 
Growers Pasta Company.

Employees were evacu-
ated with no injuries, but 
there was equipment dam-
age.

• Jeremy Miller con-
tested Mayor Tom Erd-
mann’s seat as mayor of 
Carrington, but lost the 
election to Erdmann.

•  Whitmen Carter 
opened the Milestone’s 
Learning Center in the 
old Nazarene Church in 
Carrington.

• Bowdon Ambulance 
received the Service of the 
Year Award from the North 

Dakota EMS Association.

May
• The Carrington Youth 

Center (CYC)  created a 
plan to turn the back room 
into a playground and will 
eventually house slides 
and interactive equipment 
with the grand opening 
slated for October 2023.

• Three Carrington 
High School athletes qual-
ifi ed for state during the 
Snow, Snow Go Away in-
vite in Bismarck. Included 
in those going to state 
are  Mercedes Lura, Kylie 
Skadberg and Kael Kovar.

• Foster County de-
clared an emergency due 
to flooding and roads 
washing out.

•  Carr ington High 
School Principal Chrys-
topher Bitz tendered his 
resignation. He was the 
second administrator 
to resign his position in 
2022.

• Miss North Dakota, 
Reyna Bergstrom spoke to 
captive audiences of Car-
rington Elementary stu-
dents about social media 
literacy, and how to use 
it in an ethical and safe 
manner.

June
• During the Memorial 

Day weekend, a thunder-
storm hit the City of Car-
rington dumping as much 
as 4½ inches of rain on 
parts of the city in a 24-
hour period fl ooding base-
ments, lawns and streets.

•  Carr ington High 
School Community devel-
opment class built wheel 
chair-accessible flower 
beds for local nursing 
home residents. 

• Congressman Kelly 
Armstrong (R) visited the 
Carrington City Hall coun-
cil chambers for a round-
table discussion.

•  Carr ington High 
School Track and Field 
Coach Greg Hoeckle was 
selected as the 2022 
South Central Region 
Girls’ Coach of the Year.

• Local veterinarian 
Sarah Davis published 
another new book titled 
“They Had Eyes of Silver”.

• Economic Develop-
ment Director Karlee Grif-
fi n resigned her position 
and cited reasons for her 
resignation at a city coun-
cil meeting.

•  Carr ington High 
School’s Emma Hone was 
the first in the school’s 
history to attend Girls’ 
Nation.

See 2022: Year in Re-
view part II in next weeks 
Independent.  

A measurement o f 
moisture in the snowpack 
is collected every Monday 
morning starting in Febru-
ary. Richter tips the 8-inch 
rain gauge upside down 
to pack in the snow, then 
uses a shovel to tip it back 
upright. He then melts 
down the snow inside the 
tube and measures the 
amount of liquid in the 
tube once its melted.

The snowpack mea-
surements are used to 
make flood predictions. 
Richter recalls that as re-
cently as 2019, there was 
3 inches of moisture in the 
snowpack in the middle of 

March, which is a signifi -
cant amount. “That’s like 
a rain storm” if it melts 
quickly, he said. 

Recordkeeping started 
at the station known as 
“Carrington 4N” in 1967. 
The 4N stands for the 
approximate number of 
miles and direction the 
station is from the nearest 
city or town, therefore the 
Carrington 4N station is 4 
miles north of Carrington.

The Carrington 4N sta-
tion is also part of the 
North Dakota Agricul-
tural Weather Network 
(NDAWN), which was es-
tablished in 1989. A wide 
range of weather data, 
from temperature and 
humidity to wind speed 
and barometric pressure, 
is recorded at 155 stations 
in North Dakota and bor-
der regions of surrounding 
states. The Carrington 4N 
NDAWN site is located 
about a quarter mile west 
of the CREC yard, Richter 
said.

Data is retrieved wire-
lessly every 5 minutes, 
with hourly and daily data 
sent to High Plains Region-
al Climate Center (HPRCC) 
in Lincoln, Neb. shortly 
after midnight each day for 
quality control purposes. A 
computer program identi-
fi es missing or incorrect 
values in the hourly and 
daily data, which are re-
placed by estimates cal-
culated from surrounding 
stations. 

So how does this winter 
stack up when it comes to 
snowfall? By Richter’s cal-
culations, the total snow-
fall for the 2022-23 winter 
was 61.5 inches as of Jan. 
1. That was a record for 
November and December 
in Carrington.

 In reviewing the data 
recorded since 1967, the 
next closest total snowfall 
in November and Decem-
ber was recorded in 2016, 
when 38.2 inches fell. 
In 2010, 32.7 inches of 
snow fell between Nov. 1 
and Dec. 31, according to 
NOAA data recorded at the 
Carrington 4N station.

That said, the snowiest 
winter on record for Car-
rington was in 2010-11, 
when 91.7 inches of snow 
fell between October 1 and 
May 31. The second high-
est was 1978-79, with 83 
inches during the same 
period.

Interestingly enough, 
data collection at Car-
rington 4N began one year 
after the historic 1966 
blizzard, where parts of 
northeastern North Da-
kota reported 38 inches 
of snow in just four days. 

The Foster County 
Independent uses the 
NDAWN data to report 
weather conditions on 
our Calendar page each 
week. The high and low 
temperatures for each day 
are recorded, as well as the 
total precipitation. That 
way, historical informa-
tion is archived weekly so 
readers will know what the 
weather was like during 
the time the newspaper 
was printed.

The data collected by 
all 155 stations is avail-
able to the public online at 
ndawn.ndsu.nodak.edu.

COUNTY —
Continued from page 1

Carrington has seen 69 
inches of snow.

• The board heard from 
Foster County Public 
Health Nurse Lisa Hilbert 
who attended the meeting 
to ask approval for a state 
opioid response grant.

Motion passed.

• The board discussed 
additions to the snow 
removal policy that other 
counties have, but Foster 
County does not.

Specifi cally when resi-
dents push snow off a 
road, but not far enough 
and the county has to 
move it out of the right-
of-way.

PERMITS —
Continued from page 1

consisted of seven siding 
projects, one tin roof, one 
garage door and two patio 
doors

Most of the permits is-

The board discussed 
adding a fi ne to resident’s 
taxes if they haven’t 
moved the snow after a 
warning period.

The board agreed to 
publish that part of the 
snow removal policy in 
the Independent and put 
it on the radio for resi-
dents.

sued in the city in 2022 
were during the months 
of May, June, July, Au-
gust and September with 
June having the most at 

12.
There were no permits

issued during the months 
of January, February, 
November and December.


