FOSTER COUNTY INDEPENDENT

Public

Notices

“Because the
public has the
right to know”

NOTICE OF ELECTION

Notice is hereby given that the
City Election for elective officers
of the City of Sykeston will be held
in the City of Fessenden, N.D. on
Tuesday, the 11th of June 2024,
to elect the following officers, to
wit:

Council Members -
2 members at large
*1-4yearterm
*1-2yearterm

Park board member-
*1-4yearterm

A Petition/Certificate of Nomi-
nation (SFN 02704) may be ob-
tained from the City Auditor or ob-
tained online at Vote.nd.gov and
must be filed with the City Auditor
by Monday, April 8, 2024 to have
the candidate’s name printed on
the ballot.

By order of the Sykeston City
Council

Kathy Lesmeister, City Auditor

(Publish March 18 & 25, 2024)

PROCEEDINGS
OF THE BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF FOSTER COUNTY
FEBRUARY 6, 2024

At 3:30pm, Chairman Utke
called the Foster County Com-
mission meeting to order. Roll
call included Commissioner Scott
Beumer, Commissioner Becky
Hagel, Commissioner David Utke,
Commissioner Pat Copenhaver,
and Commissioner Alan Scan-
son. Also present was Auditor/
Treasurer Ellen Roundy, Road
Superintendent Nate Monson, Mi-
chael Rivinius, Wold Engineering,
and Foster County Independent
reporter Leasa Lura.

The meeting began with ap-
proval of the minutes for the Janu-
ary 16th, 2024, regular meeting
and January 24th, 2024, special
meeting. Commissioner Utke and
Commissioner Scanson noted
changes to the special meeting
minutes. Commissioner Scanson
motioned to approve the minutes
with the changes, seconded by
Commissioner Copenhaver. All
voted aye and the motion passed.

Commissioner Beumer mo-
tioned to approve the bills, sec-
onded by Commissioner Hagel.
All voted aye and the motion
passed.

Bills: 701 Wash, $200.00; Am-
azon Capital Services, Inc., 42.06;
Auto Value Parts Store, 170.13;
Avid Hawk, LLC, 35.00; Balco
Uniform Co., Inc., 259.00; Barnes
County Corrections, 3,283.96;
Berts Truck Equipment of MHD,
Inc., 2,558.04; Bessette Mo-
tors, Inc., 571.48; Brinster Law,
P.C., 152.22; C&J Oil Company,
3,113.67; Carrington Motors, Inc.,
2,971.04.

Central Business Systems,
118.17; Central City H20+, 49.50;
Computer Express, 11,684.85;
Craig Wiesz, 59.63; Deluxe,
391.26; EAPC Architects Engi-
neers, 94,749.92; Ellen Roundy,
49.90; Foster County Indepen-
dent, 729.85; Foster County
Treasurer, 1,334.00; JK Designs,
1,050.00; Justin Johnson, 234.30;
Kara Brinster, 578.00; Napa Auto
Parts, 199.01.

ND Association of Counties,
220.50; ND County Recorders As-
sociation, 200.00; ND State Radio
Communication, 17,103.54; ND-
ACO Resources Group, 1,218.50;
ODP Business Solutions, LLC,
386.73; OK Tire Store, 221.31;
Patriot Fuels, 274.11; RDO
Equipment Company-Bismarck,
3,300.00; Schock’s Safe & Lock
Service, Inc., 825.00; Sidwell
Company, 510.00; Software Inno-
vations, 2,250.00; USPS, 120.00;
Vanguard Appraisals, Inc.,
1,100.00; William J. Gale, 134.63.

Commissioner Scanson mo-
tioned to approve the agenda,
seconded by Commissioner Co-
penhaver. All voted aye and the
motion passed.

Old Business

No old business to report.

New Business

Nate Monson, Road Super-
intendent, provided the BOCC
with an update from the Road
Department. Discussion included
concerns on road conditions and
road restrictions going into effect
sooner this year due to the milder
winter. Commissioner Scanson
made a motion to allow the Road
Superintendent and Chairman to
discuss and decide road restric-
tions, seconded by Commissioner
Beumer. All voted aye and the mo-
tion passed. The road department
will also plan to rent a crack sealer
for $5,900/month. They can also
rent on a weekly basis if the work
doesn’t take a full month and the
department will plan to start the
work mid-March. Commissioner
Scanson motioned to approve the
rental of a crack seal unit for the
road department, seconded by
Commissioner Copenhaver. Roll
call vote included:

* Commissioner Beumer — aye

¢ Commissioner Hagel — aye

* Commissioner Utke — aye

* Commissioner Copenhaver
—aye

* Commissioner Scanson —
aye, motion passed.

Michael Rivinius, Wold En-
gineering, provided an update
on the bridge removal project in
Foster County. Due to low funds
available, the bid opening for the
Old Wright Bridge will be moved
from April to December with con-
struction to begin in 2025. Rivinius
also provided the outline for the
Chip Seal project on the McHenry
Highway. Commissioner Scan-
son motioned to approve the bid
project with a bid opening date of
March 19th at 3:00 PM, seconded
by Commissioner Copenhaver. All
voted aye and the motion passed.

Auditor/Treasurer Ellen
Roundy presented a raffle permit
for FFA. Commissioner Beumer
motioned to approve the permit,
seconded by Commissioner Co-
penhaver. All voted aye and the
motion passed. Roundy stated
that there have been a few calls
on the delinquent properties that
did not sell at the latest tax sale in
November of 2023. She reviewed
what interest and penalties would
be incurred until the delinquent
tax sale in November of 2024 and
asked for approval to increase
the minimum sale price for par-
cel #04069000 from $110.00 to
$115.00 and parcel #04157000
from $60.00 to $61.00 to reflect
the interest and penalty that will
be incurred this year. Commis-
sioner Scanson motioned to ap-
prove the new minimum sales
prices, seconded by Commis-
sioner Copenhaver. All voted aye
and the motion passed. Roundy
presented previous years correc-
tions to FICA/Medicare approved
by the State Auditor’s office. She
also asked for approval to transfer
funds from fund 2930 to the gen-
eral fund, and transfers from the
general fund to the Health Insur-
ance and Social Service funds to
cover negative balances. Com-
missioner Hagel motioned to ap-
prove the work needed to be done
to complete the corrections, along
with the transfers, seconded by
Commissioner Scanson. Com-
missioner Hagel noted that by
having Auditor/Treasurer Roundy
complete this work, it saved the
county considerable costs with
the ongoing audit. All voted aye
and the motion passed.

Chris Thomas, EAPC, joined
the meeting via phone. Discus-
sion included GypCrete that had
been used as a fix in years past
on the basement floor. It was
used to level out the entire floor
and should not have been used
as a solution for the issue back in
the day. Joe Olson, Foreman for
General Roofing and Construc-
tion, noted that phase one floor
will be done next Monday. The
State Archives have been notified
and will be coming to look through
old documents that have been
stored in the vaults and will take
what they can to clear up storage
space. Discussion included the
vault floor under the Recorder’s
office. This specific area is not in-
cluded in the current project, and
Thomas would like to hold off on
any decision until more of the proj-
ect is completed. Thomas stated
that we need to do due diligence
with our current budget and take
care of items that have been in-
cluded or concerns that come up
with the current plans first.

Justin Johnson, Sheriff, ap-
proached the BOCC requesting
an increase in wages. He stated
with the situation we are currently
in, the hours worked and demand
for the individuals in law enforce-
ment, he would like to see a two-
grade increase to put him in line
with other Sheriffs. Commissioner
Copenhaver motioned to approve
the increase, seconded by Com-
missioner Scanson. Discussion
included having the personnel
committee sit down, review and
propose a plan to bring to the
BOCC. Commissioner Scanson
noted that it would be beneficial to
have some sort of order out of this
versus every department coming
to the BOCC every time they want
a raise. The BOCC is thankful for
the work Sheriff Johnson does,
it doesn’t go unnoticed. Roll call
vote included:

* Commissioner Beumer — nay

* Commissioner Hagel — nay

e Commissioner Utke — nay

* Commissioner Copenhaver
— nay

* Commissioner Scanson —
nay, motion failed. The personnel
committee will plan to meet and
provide an update to the BOCC
later.

Foster County State’s Attor-
ney, Kara Brinster, had provided
the BOCC with a memo in her
absence to continue to retain ASA
Flanders at three-fourths time un-
til the end of February to assist in
completing preparations for the
Wick sentencing hearing. Com-
missioner Scanson would like
clarification on what the number of
hours would be needed to assist
with this and clarification on the
work entailed. Auditor/Treasurer
Roundy will relay that information
to Brinster.

Commissioner Discussion
included continued progress on
the basement project. Commis-
sioner Utke noted that moving
the elevator equipment from the
Sheriff house to the courthouse
will be part of the overall repair
and renovation of the courthouse
but is not part of the current base-
ment renovation. Commissioner
Utke and Commissioner Scanson
have spoken with Road Superin-
tendent Monson and Sheriff John-
son regarding Load Pass. The
County had previously approved
the agreement with Load Pass,
but due to the staffing issues and

PLUS

workload in the departments, the
BOCC cannot expect the Road
and Sheriff department to take on
more at this time. Commissioner
Beumer motioned to approve Au-
ditor/Treasurer Roundy write a
letter explaining the situation and
see if we can work with them in
the future, seconded by Commis-
sioner Copenhaver. All voted aye
and the motion passed. Commis-
sioner Hagel recommended that
the BOCC appoint Corrine Frost to
the Central Prairie Human Service
Zone Board. Corrine Frost was
a speech language pathologist
for over forty years at the school
and would be a great asset to the
board. Commissioner Scanson
motioned to appoint Frost, sec-
onded by Commissioner Copen-
haver. All voted aye and the mo-
tion passed. Discussion continued
with appointments to the Water
Board, Weed Board and Planning
and Zoning. The BOCC would
like to see the Water Board stag-
ger their terms. Commissioner
Beumer motioned to approve the
re-appointment of Kyle Rzaszutak
to the Weed Board for a four-year
term, seconded by Commissioner
Scanson. All voted aye and the
motion passed. Karen Evans, Tax
Director, had provided a stag-
gered term list for the planning
and zoning board. Commissioner
Scanson motioned to re-appoint
Justin Topp, At Large for District
two and Cameron Roundy, At
large for District five, seconded
by Commissioner Copenhaver. All
voted aye and the motion passed.
Commissioner Utke would like the
BOCC to review information pro-
vided to them by Auditor/Treasur-
er Roundy regarding the Road Mill
levy. The County is currently levy-
ing twelve mills, ten being in Farm
to Market and two being in County
Road. Both levies are expiring.
The BOCC can levy up to ten mills
with no vote in County Road and
Bridge. To go beyond ten, they
will need to ask the question on
the ballot. With the second set of
ten mills, a portion of that will get
sent to the cities within the coun-
ty, then the third set of ten mills
would stay with the county. Com-
missioner Scanson provided infor-
mation from Karen Evans on what
an increase would look like for the
residents in Foster County. Com-
missioner Scanson would like to
see the County ask for Twenty-
Two mills to replace the mills that
they are losing and increase the
amount that they could levy for.
The BOCC will review this at the
next meeting. There was no up-
date on the lots by Juanita Lake
or the Ambulance building. Com-
missioner Utke plans to attend the
SIRN meeting scheduled for next
week. Commissioner Hagel at-
tended the Human Service Zone
meeting via phone. They have
hired an interim director to replace
Julie St. Germaine. The current
director for Nelson and Griggs will
serve as interim to see how the
combination of counties works.
Commissioner Beumer attended
the BOH meeting and noted it
went well.

The motor grader bid opening
will be on February 20th, 2024, at
2:00 PM. The City of Juantia Lots
bid opening will be on February
20th, 2024, at 3:00 PM, both will
be in the Commissioner Room.
Foster County will host the next
six-county meeting on March 12th
at the Chieftain. The Commission-
er Summit will be held in Bismarck
on March 20th, 2024 in Bismarck,
ND.

With no further business,
Chairman Utke adjourned the
meeting at 5:44 pm.

SPECIAL MEETING
FEBRUARY 12, 2024

At 12:00 pm, Chairman Utke
called the Foster County Commis-
sion Special Meeting to order. Roll
call included Commissioner Becky
Hagel, Commissioner David Utke,
Commissioner Alan  Scanson
(via phone), Commissioner Scott
Beumer (via phone), and Com-
missioner Pat Copenhaver (via
phone). Also present was Auditor/
Treasurer Ellen Roundy.

Commissioner Utke provid-
ed the first payment amount to
be paid to General Roofing and
Construction for work completed
through January 31st, 2024. The
invoice has been approved signed
by Chris Thomas, EAPC, for
$571,500. Commissioner Hagel
motioned to approve the bill, sec-
onded by Commissioner Scan-
son. Auditor/Treasurer Roundy
noted they had received the bill
last week, but it wasn’t submit-
ted for payment during the regu-
lar Commissioner meeting due
to needing a breakout for ARPA
funds. Roll call vote included:

¢ Commissioner Hagel — aye

e Commissioner Utke — aye

e Commissioner Scanson —
aye

* Commissioner Beumer — aye

* Commissioner Copenhaver
— aye, motion passed.

With no further business,
Chairman Utke adjourned the
meeting at 12:04 pm.

FEBRUARY 20, 2024

At 3:30pm, Chairman Utke
called the Foster County Com-
mission meeting to order. Roll
call included Commissioner Scott
Beumer, Commissioner Becky
Hagel, Commissioner David Utke,
Commissioner Pat Copenhaver,
and Commissioner Alan Scan-
son. Also present was Auditor/
Treasurer Ellen Roundy, Road
Superintendent Nate Monson,
Foster County State’s Attorney
Kara Brinster, and Foster County
Independent reporter Leasa Lura.

The meeting began with ap-
proval of the minutes for the Feb-
ruary 6th, 2024, regular meeting
and February 12th, 2024, special

meeting. Commissioner Beumer
motioned to approve the min-
utes, seconded by Commissioner
Scanson. All voted aye and the
motion passed.

Commissioner Beumer mo-
tioned to approve the bills, sec-
onded by Commissioner Scan-
son. All voted aye and the motion
passed.

Arrowwood Prairie  Co-op,
825.42; Balco Uniform Co., Inc.,
27.96; Barnes County Correc-
tions, 2,712.94; Bessette Motors,
Inc., 610.30; Bessette Motors,
Inc., 24,721.45; Border States
Paving, Inc., 51,969.46; Briss Oil
Company, 251.39; David Utke,
189.47; Department of Transpor-
tation, 95.35; EAPC Architects
Engineers, 2,363.94; Foster
County Treasurer, 8,531.13; HR
Collaborative, 99.00; Information
Technology Dept., 943.45; Lloyds
Motors, 1,120.02.

Midstates Wireless, 750.00;
ND Association of Counties, 7.05;
ND Association of County and
Tribal VSO, 120.00; ND Asso-
ciation of County and Tribal VSO,
50.00; ND Clerks Association,
100.00; Newman Traffic Signs,
480.00; ODP Business Solutions,
LLC, 322.99; ODP Business So-
lutions, LLC, 5.48; ODP Business
Solutions, LLC, 322.99; Office of
Attorney General - 1250, 140.00.

Otis  Elevator  Company,
2,015.00; Quadient Finance,
989.62; RM Stoudt, 561.00;

RDO Equipment Co., 1,100.00;
Runnings Supply, Inc., 488.11;
Stutsman Co. Correction Cen-
ter, 4,200.00; Tony’s Repair,
1,396.52.

Foster County State’s At-
torney requested to add ASA
Flanders to the agenda, Commis-
sioner Hagel asked to add weed
board under committee reports.
Commissioner Scanson motioned
to approve the agenda with the
additions, seconded by Commis-
sioner Copenhaver. All voted aye
and the motion passed.

Old Business

No old business to report.

New Business

Nate Monson, Road Superin-
tendent, provided the BOCC with
an update from the Road Depart-
ment. County wide load restric-
tions went into effect on Friday,
February 16th, 2024. Monson
noted there are many counties
around the state that have load
restrictions in place. The depart-
ment will start crack sealing when
the weather permits. The motor
grader bid opening was held in the
commissioner room at 2:00 PM.
There were two bids received. But-
ler bid for a 2024 CAT 150-AWD
for total less trade in and buyback
of $162,850.00. RDO bid a 2024
John Deere 772 GP less trade
in and buyback of $190,100.00.
Commissioner Beumer motioned
to approve the seven year lease
from Butler for the 2024 Cat 150-
AWD for $162,850, seconded by
Commissioner Scanson. Roll call
vote included:

* Commissioner Beumer — aye

* Commissioner Hagel — aye

e Commissioner Utke — aye

e Commissioner Copenhaver
—aye

e Commissioner Scanson —
aye, motion passed.

Ellen Roundy, Auditor/Trea-
surer, presented the bids re-
ceived for lots four-seven, block
2, original, village of Juanita.
Grant Stangeland bid $1,800,
but later retracted his bid due to
misunderstanding on location,
Ethan Stangeland bid $800, and
Charles Biel bid $400. Commis-
sioner Beumer motioned to ac-
cept Ethan Stangeland’s bid of
$800.00, seconded by Commis-
sioner Scanson. All voted aye
and the motion passed. Roundy
presented an amendment to the
2023 Foster County Budget. The
county was conservative with
budgets due to fund balances, so
it was to no surprise that it was
slightly over and the balances in
the respective funds covered the
amounts. Commissioner Hagel
motioned to approve the budget
amendment, seconded by Com-
missioner Scanson. All voted aye
and the motion passed. Roundy
asked for a fund transfer from
the general fund to the county
agent fund to cover the years
2019-2024. According to NDCC
11-38.06 (3), after agreeing upon
a budget and after deducting the
amount of funds contributed from
federal and state funds, the board
of county commissioners shall
levy within the authorization under
this chapter or appropriate funds
out of the county general fund, or
both, to cover the county’s share
of the budget. Roundy spoke with
the Foster County State’s Attor-
ney Kara Brinster, Linda Svih-
ovec with NDACo, and the state
auditors to approve this transfer.
She noted that they always levy
less the two mills that the agent
receives, however, transfers had
not been completed in prior years.
Commissioner Beumer motioned
to approve the transfer, seconded
by Commissioner Copenhaver. All
voted aye and the motion passed.
Roundy had received a notice
from the state court administrator
on whether the county would like
to enter into a funding agreement
for the 2025-2027 biennium to
receive reimbursement for provid-
ing clerk services. Commissioner
Scanson motioned to approve
entering into a funding agree-
ment seconded by Commissioner
Hagel. All voted aye and the mo-
tion passed. Roundy presented
an agreement for Chairman Utke
to sign for temporary construc-
tion on project R-10381. Com-
missioner Beumer motioned to
approve Chairman Utke’s signa-
ture, seconded by Commissioner
Copenhaver. All voted aye and
the motion passed. Lastly, Roun-
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dy presented a renewal contract
for detention and incarceration of
inmates with Barnes County Cor-
rectional Center. Commissioner
Beumer motioned to approve the
contract, seconded by Commis-
sioner Hagel. All voted aye and
the motion passed.

Foster County State’'s At-
torney, Kara Brinster, provided
an update on the national opioid
litigation asking for approval for
the prosecuting firm to use their
best judgment in good faith when
approving the settlement. Com-
missioner Copenhaver motioned
to approve the current plan and
elect to accept the releases as
requested, seconded by Com-
missioner Beumer. All voted aye
and the motion passed. Brin-
ster requested payment to ASA
Rebecca Flanders for January
16th-January 31st. Commissioner
Beumer motioned to approve pay-
ing ASA Flanders the last two
weeks of work completed in Janu-
ary, seconded by Commissioner
Scanson. Roll call voted included:

¢ Commissioner Beumer — aye

¢ Commissioner Hagel — aye

* Commissioner Utke — aye

¢ Commissioner Copenhaver
—aye

e Commissioner Scanson —
aye, motion passed.

Karen Evans, Tax Director,
asked the BOCC for approval of
planning and zoning board mem-
bers with Cash Biel serving his
second term as President and
Piet Van Bedaf serving as Vice-
President. Commissioner Beumer
motioned to approve members on
the planning and zoning board,
seconded by Commissioner Ha-
gel. All voted aye and the mo-
tion passed. There was a public
hearing on February 20th, 2024,
for an RV park on Jeff Kvamme’s
land. The planning and zoning
board motioned to pass their ap-
proval recommendation on to the
BOCC. Commissioner Beumer
motioned to approve the RV park
contingent on the creation of the
auditor’s lot and all state require-
ments, seconded by Commis-
sioner Scanson. All voted aye
and the motion passed. Evans
requested approval for the follow-
ing Don Irmen (2023) Homestead
Credit, Charlie Thompson (2022)
Homestead Credit, Richard Myers
(2022) Homestead Credit, Bruce
and Crystal Miller (2022) Home-
stead Credit, Lee and Lorraine
Wahlund (2023) abatement, and
Ron Gulstad (2020-2023) abate-
ment. Evans requested additional
years for Gulstad beyond what
is typically approved as the error
occurred on the county’s behalf.
Commissioner Beumer motioned
to approve all credits and abate-
ments, seconded by Commission-
er Copenhaver. All voted aye and
the motion passed.

Chris Thomas, EAPC, joined
the meeting via phone at 4:20
PM. Thomas noted everything
is on schedule for the most part
with the basement renovation.
Information for mechanical and
electrical supplies has been sub-
mitted to EAPC and is waiting on
their approval until ordering. All
historical documents have been
moved out of the vaults and into
storage to continue on with phase
one. Thomas will plan to be onsite
again on February 28th, 2024, to
review and provide an update for
the BOCC at their next regular

meeting.

Commissioner Utke provided
the BOCC with an update on Load
Pass. Prior to having Roundy
send a letter, he reached out to
the company regarding the cur-
rent situation and not having the
staffing power to move forward.
They noted that they have an auto
approval process that the county
could set specs to help alleviate
some of the work. Commissioner
Utke spoke with Sheriff Johnson
and Road Superintendent Mon-
son, and they all felt that an auto
approval process may be able
to work. Commissioner Hagel
will have a storage agreement
for Brinster to review prior to the
next meeting for approval. The
personnel committee had met
and reviewed the salary sched-
ule regarding an adjustment for
Sheriff Johnson. The policy man-
ual states a promotion would be
a 7.5% increase, this would move
Sheriff Johnson from Grade 17,
step 6 to Grade 20, step 3. This
would also put him in line with
other counties. Commissioner
Scanson motioned to approve the
increase effective February 16th,
2024, seconded by Commissioner
Beumer. Roll call vote included:

* Commissioner Beumer — aye

* Commissioner Hagel — aye

* Commissioner Utke — aye

* Commissioner Copenhaver
—aye

* Commissioner Scanson -
aye

Discussion included the in-
crease would also justify the
spread between the sheriff and
any deputy that would be hired
on at the increased salary start-
ing at $65,000. Motion passed.
Discussion was had on how the
BOCC would like to proceed on
increasing the road mills in Fos-
ter County. Commissioner Hagel
started compiling revenues and
expenses but wanted to look at
everything closer before decid-
ing. The BOCC consensus is to
have Commissioner Hagel and
Commissioner Beumer sit down
with Road Superintendent Nate
Monson and Auditor/Treasurer
Roundy to see exactly what is
received for income and what is
expensed out. There was no up-
date on the Lots by Juanita Lake
or ambulance building contract.
Commissioner Utke attended a
SIRN meeting in Grand Forks and
is working with Carrington Public
Works, Jason Wolsky, on hav-
ing an LEPC meeting. Commis-
sioner Hagel asked for approval
to re-appoint George Topp to the
Weed Board. She also noted that
Joel Lemer was on the board due
to being the extension agent and
was curious if Jeff Gale should
sit on the board. Commissioner
Scanson motioned to re-appoint
George Topp to the Weed Board,
seconded by Commissioner
Beumer. All voted aye and the
motion passed. Commissioner
Utke noted that the BOCC should
review the multi-hazard mitigation
plan on an annual basis.

With no further business,
Chairman Utke adjourned the
meeting at 5:06 pm.

Ellen Roundy, Auditor

Alan Scanson, Chairman

Foster County

Board of Commissioners
(Publish March 18, 2024)

701-997-4098

Check us out at...
centurybuildersnd.com

2024 Building Season is here!
We design and build shops, machine storage,
and commercial buildings across North Dakota.
Our experienced teams create quality structures & happy customers.
Call, text or email Scott Douglas
scott@centurybuildersnd.com

* GUTTER GUARD
* WINDOWS
* INSULATION

ROOFING, SIDING
& SEAMLESS
GUTTERS

CALL 605-630-9412

Leave Your Legacy
in North Dakota

Contact the professionals at NDCF for a free,
confidential conversation about your options as you
plan your estate. www.NDCF.net | 701-222-8349

Subscriber Notice

The Post Office WILL NOT forward your news-
paper. You must contact the Foster County
Independent office any time you change your
mailing address, even if it is temporary.
Please allow one to two weeks for processing
as our mailing list is updated once per week.

652-3181 or fosterconews@daktel.com




FOSTER COUNTY INDEPENDENT

MINUTES OF MEETING
OF CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF CARRINGTON

FEBRUARY 12, 2024

A regular meeting of the City
Council of the City of Carrington
was held Monday, February 12,
2024 at 7:30 PM. Mayor Thomas
Erdmann presiding.

The Pledge of Allegiance to
the flag was recited.

The following members of
Council and City Departments
were present: Troy Roundy, Neil
Fandrich, Chase Pederson, Ty-
ler Hoggarth, Trygg Olson, Leo
Ryan, Jason Wolsky, Christopher
Bittmann, and Jennifer Gast.

Absent: Councilmen Smith.

Also present: Ken Wangen,
Linda Schuster, and Karen Ev-
ans.

A motion was made by OI-
son, seconded by Fandrich, to
approve minutes of the regular
council meeting held January
8, 2024 with a correction to the
game of chance number #1017.
All voted aye. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Fan-
drich, seconded by Roundy, to
approve consent agenda items:

a. To ratify the following game
of chance permits issued by the
City Auditor: #1019 to Knights
of Columbus for a sports pool,
#1020 to Carrington Kiwanis Club
for a raffle, #1021 to Scott Burn-
ham Benefit for a raffle, #1022 to
ND District 29 Republicans for a
raffle, and #1023 to Carrington
Garden Club for a raffle.

b. To approve CVB’s recom-
mendation to appoint Tully Twis-
dale, Greg Carmona, and Gabri-
ella Abud to three year terms on
the board.

All voted aye. Motion carried.

A motion was made by OI-
son to have the First Reading of
Ordinance 281, an Ordinance to
repeal Chapter 2, Article Ill, Divi-
sion |, 2-17 (8) (a) and Division
I, 2-23 of the City of Carrington
Municipal Code, relating to the
Municipal Judge.

A motion was made by Hog-
garth to have the First Reading of
Ordinance 282, an

Ordinance to enact Ordi-
nance 1-15.1 of the City of Car-
rington Municipal Code under
Chapter 1, General Provisions,
relating to the Transfer of Munici-
pal Court Cases to District Court.

A motion was made by Fan-
drich, seconded by Olson, to ap-
prove the Administrative Services
agreement between the City of
Carrington and Carrington Cham-
ber and Economic Development
Corporation and to authorize
Mayor Erdmann and Auditor Gast
to sign. All voted aye. Motion car-
ried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

FIRE DEPT:

Chief Wangen reported 2
calls since the last report and
volunteer man hours outside of
calls was 1,369.50 for 2023, still
gathering information for new
truck project, there is an air com-
pressor issue with the SCBA’s,

the date for the annual spaghetti
feed will be the 1st Wednesday af-
ter Easter in April, nine members
will be attending fire school later in
February, and the Lions Club pro-
vided notice that 6 different chari-
ties received $600 each from the
Haunted House.
FINANCE & LEGAL:

Mayor Erdmann reported that
several positions are up for elec-
tion in 2024 with petitions due
April 8, 2024 to the City Auditor,
city hall will be closed at 2:30 pm
on March 18th and closed all of
March 19th and 20th so staff can
attend NDLC Spring Workshop,
and the year end cash fund re-
port with last month’s approved
transfers was presented as well
as January 2024 cash fund report.

A motion was made by Ped-
erson, seconded by Olson, to up-
date the signature card at Bank
Forward for the safe deposit box
with authorized signers of Audi-
tor Gast, Deputy Auditor Jerome,
Mayor Erdmann, and Council
President Roundy. All voted aye.
Motion carried.

A motion was made by Fan-
drich, seconded by Roundy, to ap-
prove Dakota Dynamics proposal
of $5,000- $5,500 to complete a
compensation study and wage
scale implementation.

The following voted in favor:
Pederson, Roundy, Fandrich,
Hoggarth, and Olson. Against:
None. Motion carried.

CCEDC:

A motion was made by Hog-
garth, seconded by Pederson, to
approve CCEDC’s recommenda-
tion for a commercial building im-
provement grant to Tyler Carr of
Carr Construction LLC for 25% of
total cost of remodeling up to the
$30,000 limit. The following voted
in favor:

Olson, Fandrich, Pederson,
Hoggarth, and Roundy. Against:
None. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Roun-
dy, seconded by Fandrich, to ap-
prove CCEDC’s recommendation
for a new build housing incentive
for Tyler Carr for $6,000 check
and $6,000 in Carrington Cash
as well as approval of the 2-year
tax abatement on $150,000 of
the building value. The following
voted in favor: Hoggarth, Roundy,
Fandrich, Olson, and Pederson.
Against: None. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Hog-
garth, seconded by Olson, to ap-
prove CCEDC’s recommendation
of a commerecial building improve-
ment grant to Shane Wendel of
Central Pharmacy for 40% of the
total project up to $50,000. The
property is within the Main Street
Zone.

The following voted in favor:
Fandrich, Roundy, Hoggarth,
Olson, and Pederson. Against:
None. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Olson,
seconded by Roundy, to approve
CCEDC’s recommendation of
a demolition grant to Ryan and
Melissa Edwardson for property
on 8th Ave S at 25% reimburse-

APPLY BY

FOLLOW US!

O X0

Learn more at tax.nd.gov/prc

CREDIT

Primary Residence
Credit (PRC)

PLUS

ment in the amount of $2,130 for
the work completed to date. The
remaining balance of the grant to
be paid out no later than June 30,
2024. The following voted in favor:

Pederson, Hoggarth, Roundy,
Fandrich, and Olson. Against:
None. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Hog-
garth, seconded by Roundy,
to approve CCEDC’s recom-
mendation of reimbursement to
Dennis and Karmen Freeman of
Headlock’s Bar in the amount of
$27,723.42, previously approved.
The following voted in favor: OI-
son, Hoggarth, Fandrich, Roundy,

and Pederson. Against: None.
Motion carried.
The CCEDC received a

funding application from Ame-
lia Hinrichs of Humble Pearl for
an expansion project. The board
approved a $4,500 grant from
CCEDC funds. A scholarship of
$500 was awarded to part-time
CCEDC employee, Olivia Thread-
gold. Another $500 scholarship
has been opened to a CHS se-
nior student who is employed by
a Chamber member business or
organization.
AIRPORT:

Councilman Fandrich thanked
PWD Wolsky for leg work on a few
projects such as new fuel master
system, AWOS system getting a
technician to repair, and getting
Larson Plumbing to plug floor
drain and an alarm on septic, and
got Northern Plains to look over
Mattern property to clean up their
side of power grid.

LIBRARY:

Minutes were included in
packet. The library received a
$30,000 private donation at year
end.

POLICE:

Councilman Pederson report-
ed 149 calls for service in Janu-
ary, taser 10’s have arrived, and
the new hire, Hunter Lentz, will
be attending the academy for 13
weeks.

A motion was made by Ped-
erson, seconded by Fandrich, to
approve ordering a 2024 Tahoe
for a patrol vehicle for $61,545
out of Fund 228 less the trade
in of the Ford pickup and take
it to Midstates for equipment at
$20,300. Total approximate cost
is $82,000. The following voted in
favor: Roundy, Olson, Pederson,
Hoggarth, and Fandrich. Against:
None. Motion carried.

TREE BOARD:

Auditor Gast submitted reim-
bursement for 2023 America the
Beautiful BIL grant and $10,000
was received for the 2023 tree
removals.

PUBLIC WORKS:

Councilman  Roundy re-
ported there will be a closeout
meeting with Travis Dillman of
Interstate Engineering and Bohl-
man Trenching to determine final
payment, PWD Wolsky was ap-
pointed to ND Operator Advisory
committee member, working on
expanding water service to DOT
building, water break near Dollar
General, PWD Wolsky and Wade
Senger of IE are working on lead
service line inventory, Dakota
Pump and Control cleaned main
sewer lift, new form is needed
for burn permit, PWD Wolsky got
a quote for step materials at the
armory for $5,398 from Central
City Lumber and will get a bid for
install, a contact person has been
determined for Armory blocks on
garage, and a supplier for repairs
on sport court has been found.

A motion was made by Roun-
dy, seconded by Olson, to ap-
prove armory rental to boy’s ele-
mentary traveling basketball team
for $50 per 1-3 hours utilized. All
voted aye. Motion carried.

BUILDING OFFICIAL:

Public Works Director Wolsky
reported 2 building permits were
issued.

A motion was made by Olson,
seconded by Hoggarth, to ap-
prove the committee reports as
presented. All voted aye. Motion
carried.

A motion was made by Ped-
erson, seconded by Olson, to ap-
prove the bills as previously sub-
mitted and listed on agenda. The
following voted in favor: Hoggarth,
Fandrich, Pederson, Roundy, and
Olson. Against: None. Motion car-
ried.

MARCH 31, 2024

TO RECEIVEUPTO A

500

$ ND Homeowners may receive up tp a $500 tax credit
$ Credit reflected on next year's property tax statement
$ No age or income restrictions

$ Property must be resident’s primary home
$ One credit available per household

The Mayor received informa-
tion from Garrison Diversion on
the Red River Valley Water Sup-
ply project. Auditor Gast will pro-
vide a copy to all Council mem-
bers.

There being no further busi-
ness to come before the council
a motion was made by Hoggarth,
seconded by Olson, to adjourn. All
voted aye. Motion carried.

Adjourned at 8:05 pm.

Bills: NDPERS, $2132.50;
United States Treasury, 7,128.01;
NDPERS, 212.50; NDPERS,
9,609.81; Bank of North Dakota,
11,125.00; Bank of North Dakota,
2,730.00; Bank of North Dakota,
44,650.00; United States Trea-
sury, 6,902.28; Leaf, 210.00;
AT&T Mobility, 358.08; Cap-
First Equipment Finance, Inc.,
48,097.33; Montana Dakota Utili-
ties, 3,427.59; Unum Life Insur-
ance Company of, 71.98; Post-
master, 329.27.

AFLAC, 527.27; Pipestem
Alcohol & Drug Network, 65.00;
Leaf, 55.00; Aqua-Pure, Inc.,
715.01; Grainger, 16.10; Ama-
zon Capital Services, 1,530.72;
Aramark, 57.04; Arrowwood Prai-
rie Co-op, 118.28; Auto Value
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Carrington, 183.93; Avid Hawk
LLC, 105.00; Balco Uniform Co.,
1,901.98; Bank of North Dakota,
824.60; Bessette Motors, Inc.,
152.90; Blue Cross Blue Shield of
ND, 22,583.00; Bohiman Trench-
ing, 110,024.10; Butler Machin-
ery, 420.80.

Carrington Park  District,
1,5638.93; Carrington Drug, 45.84;
Carrington City Library Petty
Cash, 181.38; Central City Lum-
ber, 101.53; City of Carrington,
831.03; City of Carrington - Me-
ter Depot, 450.00; C&J Oil Co.,
1,034.72; Core & Main, 1,642.70;
Carrington Convention & Visitor's
Bureau, 1,938.02; Dakota Central

Telecom |, 1,007.77; Dalsted &
Ryan, P.C., 1,627.00.

Dan Poland Machine,
Inc., 3,881.37; Dollar General,

16.25; Frey Municipal Software,
3,131.91; Farmers Union Service
Association, 846.00; Foster Coun-
ty Independent, 218.16; Fos-
ter's Cleaning Service, 212.50;
Glock Professional, Inc., 250.00;
Gussiass Electric LLC, 646.76;
Hawkins, Inc., 798.38; Holiday
Inn of Fargo, 192.60; Information
Technology Dept., 79.05; Car-

rington Economic Development,

40,879.37; Larsen Plumbing &
Heating A/C, 128.00.

Leevers Foods, 17.98; Lentz,
Hunter, 262.25; MidStates Wire-
less, 67.50; Mittleider, George,
100.00; Municipal Finance Of-
ficers Assoc., 80.00; Napa Auto
Parts, 4.75; ND Dept. of Health,
50.00; NDDEQ, 37.08; One Call
Concepts, 5.20; Northern Plains
Electric Co-op, 787.20; Ottertail
Power Co., 8,130.79; Patriot Fu-
els, 744.62; Rotunda CPA Harold
J, 9,600.00; Running’s Supply,
Inc., 1,276.15; Simonson, Brock,
250.00; Waste Management of
ND, 28,987.00; Rick’s Wholesale
Tire, 251.78.

Payroll: February 23, 2024,
$26,193.22; March 8, $24,571.98.

SPECIAL MEETING
MARCH 8, 2024

Friday, March 8, 2024 at 1:00
PM. Mayor Thomas Erdmann pre-
siding.

The following members of
council and city departments were
present: Troy Roundy, Neil Fan-
drich, Tyler Hoggarth, and Jenni-

Continued on next page

Carrington House

Moving, Inc.
1495 7th Street South
Over 50 years of experience in moving houses,
pole barns, buildings and elevators, plus
barn lowering and straightening.

Call 652-2378

1-800-883- 7290 or 701-984-2290

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Also available:

Roofing . Siding « Soffits
S A CALL!

Auctioneers & Clerks ¢ Ph:

Bus 652-2076 » Cell 652-5906

Serving the area for over 30 years!

www.BidOrr.com

SCHULZ PLUMBIN
HEA'I'ING & AC, ING.

20 11th Ave. N.

FLOYD SCHULZ
Master Lic. No. 9006

701-952-3351

Blldl‘l Thomas
14 L@aa Joumegman

M AMERICAN
SMCRICAN.
Built To A Higher Standard.

L ]

PAT BIEL TRUCKING, INC.

Gravel - Dirt - CIay Sand

Oversized Rock -

Farm Site Clean-up
Payloader, Dozer & Bobcat Work
652-5821 ::

652-2619 ::

- BESSETTE MOTORS -

bessettemotors.com
652-2955 or 1-800-777-4546
395 1st St. N Carrington, ND 58421

Carrington,

- N ANERCAN
REVOLUTION

Roy’s Body Shop

» Windshields « Windshield Chip Repair
» Complete Auto Body & Fender Work

Carrington :: 652-2123

Cell: 701-650-1480

brianthomas@divideelectric.con]

1326 5th Avenue N
New Rockford, ND 58356

BRINSTER LAw, P.C.

652-3400
832 Main St.

Kara Brinster
Attorney at Law

ND 58421

Located

Demolition Work

652-5148

Annie Mitchell Timm Salon

Country Impressions
316 Old Hwy 20 NE
Courtenay, ND 58426
Phone: 701-435-2700
Facebook: Hair on 20
Online booking available!

inside

WESTEEL
Grain Bins

Grain Handling i‘i‘g‘ﬁgtﬁﬁ?
Equipment excavation,
652-5133 landscaping

J&R Dirt Works, LLC

701-653-5838 or 701-652-3311

— Carrington

o

Cell: 302-0541

Electric Motor Service
Repair & Rewind Service * Sales
Farm ¢ Industry
New Rockford, ND

Home: 947-2017
JOHN GISI, OWNER

Hefty Seed - Hurdsfield

SEED, CHEMICAL
AND FERTILIZER.

701-962-3343

call Larry Scanson at
701-652-5610

Scanson Grinding
service

For all your hay grinding needs

J& ) Striping

Gravel, oversized rock, B
tree removal, farmstead cleanup

Sewer & Water Installation

Excavation & on the farm

Livestock hydrants

Jim at 652-5809 + Clinton 652-5735 + Josh 307-0097

S

Licensed « Bonded « Insured

701-650-0541

LARDY CONSTRUCTION LLC

General Contractor
Custom Homes - Garages - Additions - Remodels - Repairs
Jamestown, ND
LardyConstruction23@gmail.com
Follow us on Facebook!

Bus: (701 )252-2950

Cell: (701) 269-5311
Toll-Free: 1( 803 4502950 305 BUSINESS LOOP WEST

donwilhelm.com JAMESTOWN

Calvin Ova

Sales Consultant

DON WILHELM, INC.

The Looks For You

Owner/Master Electrician
Master License #3465
gussiaaselectric@gmail.com

Christopher Gussiaas Cable locating

& Trenching Services
Commercial, Farm

& Residential wiring

701-307-0715 « Carrington, N.D.

907 First Avenue South :: New Rockford, ND

HAIR SALON

740 4th Ave. S. - Suite 101
701-652-3952

Hair-care for the whole family!
Specializing in hair loss.
NICOLAI
CHIROPRACTIC
CENTER

Office (701) 947-2121
Toll Free (800) 808-9478




FOSTER COUNTY INDEPENDENT

Public

Notices

“Because the
public has the
right to know”

Continued from page 5

fer Gast.

Absent: Councilmen Trygg
Olson, Doug Smith, Chase Ped-
erson, City Attorney Leo Ryan,
Public Works Director Jason Wol-

sky, and Chief of Police Chris Bit-
tmann.

Also Present: Steve Bu-
rian, Kip Kovar, Kim Cook, Merri
Mooridian, Duane DeKrey, Shawn
Gaddie, Tami Norgard, and Leasa
Lura.

The Pledge of Allegiance to
the flag was recited.

This meeting is being held as
an informational meeting to pro-
vide Council with an update on
the Red River Valley Water Sup-
ply Project.

Steve Burian and Duane
DeKrey recapped the overview
and benefits of the project. The
system financial summary for the
city of Carrington was presented
and future costs were presented
in 2024 dollars. The projected cost
outlay to participate in the project
and how those costs are expected
to be incurred over time was also
analyzed. The project is anticipat-
ed to be complete in 2032.

PLUS

A motion was made by Roun-
dy, seconded by Hoggarth, to
adjourn the special city council
meeting. All voted aye. Motion
carried.

Adjourned at 2:38 PM

Jennifer Gast, Auditor

Tom Erdmann, Mayor

City Council, City of Carrington
(Publish March 18, 2024)

Want to write to
the Governor?

Gov. Doug Burgum
600 E. Boulevard Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58501-0001

Phone: 701-328-2200
Fax: 701-328-2205
Email: governor@state.nd.us

) D 0 [I”
R Y A |
D ‘ A\ Ve

e A A —dm_ A _ 4

Proud, fo be

LOCATIONS:
Esmond Hamberg
Harlow Carrington

Maddock  New Rockford
Fessenden
Sheyenne Oberon
Harvey  Minnewaukan
Niles Leeds

Small Grains
2-Row Barley
6-Row Barley
. Forages

Central North Dakota

www.cendakcooperative.com
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701-652-2886
6729 Hwy 200
Carrington

WE PRINT ANNOUNCEMENTS!

GRADUATION « WEDDING « BIRTHDAY
ANNIVERSARY « SHOWER -« BIRTH

We print full-color invitations, fantastic photo quality!

Wil

ONE

Minimum quantity: 24

5X7 Invitations with envelopes
Single-sided printing 60¢ each
Double-sided printing 75¢ each

4X6 Postcards, self-mailing
55¢ each
Includes printed backside with return
address. Affix an address label and a
postcard stamp, and you’re ready to mail!

The Foster County

Independent

1191 Main Street « Carrington « 701-652-3181
fosterconews@daktel.com

Send us your artwork, or have us custom design
them for you! Graphic design fee is $25 per invite.

Custom sizes available. Contact us for pricing.
Turnaround is 5 business days or less
after final design approval.

PARTS SPECIALS GOOD THROUGH MARCH 31, 2024

4 Months

No Payments ¢ No Interest
On Qualifying Purchases

SPECIAL PRICING

SCHEDULE YOUR BULK
OIL DELIVERIES - CALL

TAD in Devils Lake
GARY inHarvey
WILL in Carrington

All Batteries
& Chargers

10% off

Spring
Parts Sale

DEVILS LAKE >>TUES., MARCH 19TH "10% oxs

the upcoming growing season

TUESDAY APRIL 2ND
2:00PM Planter Service Clinic

Pressure Washers

Gas Powered 3100 PSI

701

Electric 1800 PSI 120V...$209

2.3 gal. per minute .........$499
|

WE WILL
FILL
YOUR
DEF TOTE
AT BULK

PRICE
1 %
OFF

For all makes harrows,

Gates, Degelman

including Summers, Flexi-Coil,

upcoming growing season.

TUESDAY APRIL 2ND
10:00 AM Planter Service Clinic

9:30AM Local Agronomist Jason Hanson will cover questions
on 2024 crop inputs, weeds, fertilizer & any crop concerns for

2:00PM Sprayer service clinic. Service points, updates .
Specialists from Capstan Ag covering Aim
Command, nozzles, Spit Fire Valves, and spray service points.

CARRINGTON >>TUES., MARCH 19TH [[EGERIIECE:

10:00 AM Sprayer service clinic. Service points & updates.
Specialist from Capstan Ag covering Aim Command, Nozzles,
Spit Fire valves, and spray service points.

2:00PM Agronomist Jason Hanson will cover questions on
2024 crop inputs, weeds, fertilizer & any crop concerns for the

HARVEY >>WED,, APRIL 3RD

2:00PM PLANTER SERVICE CLINIC

Vertical Tillage
Salford 20”8 Wave 4 Bolt ..........vvvvvece. $62.00

$2.00 Discount

on All Sweeps & Shovels
Includes 9”& 10" Knock On Sweeps To Fit

Nichols-Style Clips & All Bourgault Shovels.
$5.00 off all Planter Disks

All ltems

Not Sale
Priced

Over 1,000

Compressor
8 gal. Wheelbarrow-style w/Honda engine .............

8 Gal. Compressor w/power ease engine ......5867
3" Water Pump $366
2" Water Pump $311

SOLD IN 100'ROLLS
Drill Rubber Press

Wheel 3x22 Tire

$99

Fits various drills including
Case-IH, Flexi-Coil &
John Deere

1"WHITE 1032334
1"BLACK 73342889
1-1/4 BLACK 73342890
2-1/2 BLACK 73342891
2-1/2WHITE 73343093 .......ovvvvecrnenne §310
MORE SIZES ABAILABLE All SALE PRICED

Pilter Specials
CUMMINS LF3000

LF3316 [H ENGINES LF3316 .......$11.34

Rrrra ] MACDON CUTTING PARTS

All Guards, Sections & Canvas

CARRINGTON

-652-2821

DEVILS LAKE

701-662-7522
www.highplainseq.com

19" off

DETROIT DIESEL LF3620 .............. §19.20

All other filters not sale priced

15% off

Special price on parts locker with filter purchase

HARVEY

701-324-2255

RUGBY

701-776-5274
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